Bob Kildee Clothing a Perfect Fit for Camarilio

ob Kildee Cloth-

ing, a long time

family owned
pusiness, has been
operating in the City of
Camarillo since 1954.
Bob Kildee started the
family business with a
mere 5200 and like most
business owners dur-
ing that time he self-
hauled his trash to the
landfill. It wasn't until
1958 that Bob Kildee
was approached by E.J.
Harrnson, the company’s
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co-founder, offering to
personally sign him up
for commercial solid waste service. Bob Kildee,

who agreed to have Harrison Industries collect and

ob Kildee Clothinc
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haul his solid waste, became Harrison's first com-
mercial solid waste customer in Camarillo. Since
that time, the business has relocated, remained
competitive, and after the passing of Bob Kildee,
his son Kevin Kildee proudly took over the family
business.

Despite the com-
petitive clothing markets
and the tough economy,
Bob Kildee Clothing
continues to hold its
own against a succes-
sion of national clothing
chains, not to mention
the Camarillo Premium
QOutlet Mall just across
the freeway. “Our niche
market is predicated on
the personal service we
provide our customers -
you just can't buy that,”
said Kevin Kildee, Bob's
son. “We have customers
who say, ‘My grandfather
shopped here and my
father shopped here; now I'm shopping here.”

Kevin started working for his dad “sweeping out
the front of the store” when he was 12. He also
mastered the art of gift-wrapping during the Christ-
mas season. Before becoming his father’s official

?_

R

evin Kildee started working at his father’s shop,

~when hewas 12

in 2010 at the age of 90

business partner, he
eraduated from college
Bob Kildee Clothing,
which started out as a
men's only store, intro
duced a line of wom-
en'’s clothing nearly 10
years ago. The store
features clothing from
a variety of high-end
lines, incl |
Bahama, Tori Richar
Reyn’s Spooner and

Pendleto
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ing member of the Camarille

District 1n 1962 and served as thi

president.
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“Mv father believed in

of Camarillo.”

Kevin Kildee, left
with Tom Harrison
at the Bob Kildee
Community Park

dedication.
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by visiting the store’s websit
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